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Risking Comfort + Vulnerability = Belonging 
BY PAM BEADLE

Hello United Marriage Encounter Family!  As I reflect on my year
of working for Marriage Encounter, I am reminded that God
continues to surprise me with new places to belong - and that
certainly includes UME.  God has wired us for relationship:
physically, emotionally, and spiritually. Being seen and known by
others requires us to risk our comfort and be vulnerable,
revealing who we really are. In return, though, we can gain rich,
life-giving relationships where we have a sense of belonging
among others who help us live out our God-given purpose.  I
think belonging is a good word to summarize the UME Family. On
behalf of the Marriage Encounter Staff, I hope that  this issue both
prompts you to reflect on your sense of belonging to UME and
encourages you to risk your comfort and vulnerability in order to
increase the sense of belonging for you - and others too. 
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Update from the Executive Couple
BY DAN & PAT VAN VLECK

 We all have a desire to belong.
Since the Garden of Eden,
mankind has had a need to
belong, to be a part of something,
to feel included. Belonging can
give us a sense of purpose, and
even identity. However, simply
belonging is not enough. 

Early in Dan’s teaching career, we
were blessed to attend the
Reclaiming Youth at Risk
Conference in the Black Hills of
South Dakota. The Lakota
Medicine Wheel was used to
represent four basic areas which
we, as people need to have in
balance in our lives. It’s kind of
like a four-legged stool. If one of
the legs is missing, the stool falls
over. If one of the four tenets of
the Medicine Wheel is missing,
there is imbalance in your life.
The four quadrants of the Circle
are Belonging, Mastery,
Generosity, and Independence.
Over the years, we have come to
see this Circle in many parts of
our lives, including our service to
United Marriage Encounter. 

 As each of us completes our
Weekend, we become members of
the UME family. Each couple has
their own set of skills and gifts,
often different from other
couples. On the Weekend, we are
told that each of us is gifted with
skills with which to serve. As we
master these skills, our 

involvement, or sense of belonging
may increase. As we explore and
hone our gifts, we develop a sense
of independence within a larger
body. As we learn to share these
gifts, through our generosity, we
help the Ministry move forward. 

 On our Weekend, we felt a sense
of belonging as the Weekend
progressed. We joined a Core one
week later, and that belonging
feeling grew. A few years later, we
became part of the local UME
Board, expanding that sense of
belonging to something larger than
ourselves. By being open to God,
and each other, we recognized our
belonging to UME as part of our
calling to serve. 

 We pray each of you hears God’s
call to you, to serve UME, in
whatever capacity you are able. We
are each a part of the body of
Christ, needing to work together, as
stated in 1 Corinthians 12:12-18, 26-
27. Your gift of service to United
Marriage Encounter are highly
valued and greatly appreciated.
Together, we can serve, to
transform marriages around the
world, and strive to achieve the
dream of Christ-centered Biblical
marriages. 

  It is our wish for each of you to
feel that sense of belonging within
United Marriage Encounter.  It is
also our wish for each of you to  

DAN & PAT VAN VLECK
International Executive Couple

Belong  
verb  be· long | \ bi-ˈlȯŋ  , bē- \
2.c: to be a member of a club, organization, or set —usually 
used with to: they belong to a country club

discover your gifts and talents and use
them in service to others. Belonging to
the United Marriage Encounter family
has become an integral part of our
serving. Serving together is a blessing
which we cherish. Thank you for being
part of the family! We love you. 

Peace, love and joy,
Dan & Pat

https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/verb
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From the Desk of the Executive Director
BY STEVE CHAPMAN

Pam and I attended a Leadership
Conference this spring. The topic
for the conference was Belonging.
As we attended our first sessions
and workshops, I was taken aback  
by the question, "What does it
mean to belong to UME?" After
some thought and about 12 hours
of driving, I think I came up with 
 my answer: We belong to a family
of caring couples. We can choose
to withdraw and disassociate with
them, but they still care. So, what
does a family of caring couples
look like?

We belong to a CORE that cares
about our marriage. They provide
opportunities for fellowship and
fun, regardless of our attitude or
availability. Instead of chasing
other opportunities, they
prioritize their time for our
benefit. Participating in CORE
realigns our priorities. When it’s
not a priority, our marriage  drifts.
What an amazing group to belong
to!

We belong to a group called the
Annual Marriage Builders. They
are some of the most generous
couples we have had the honor of
serving alongside - giving each
month, year, quarter, or as God
calls them. They give faithfully to
married couples they may never
meet or never know. 

We belong to a group of Prayer
Warriors like none we have ever
been a part of. It is humbling to 

stand together with them to seek
God's grace and mercy on behalf
of our members in need. 

We belong to another prayer
group: the Prayer Scroll. With
almost 300 couples praying for a
Weekend, Satan has his hands full!
Often couples report a
supernatural presence during the
Weekend. We know it is a direct
result of the Praying Couples. It is
fulfilling  and joyful to belong to
this group. 

We belong to the Iowa-Illinois
Community. This group of caring
couples helps us grow by having
Community Events, Weekends for
our friends and church to attend,
YOU-Nites celebrating volunteers,
and special events to transform
marriage. Plus, they are a great
group of married couples who
hold  the same values as us.

We belong to a group of
Presenting Team Couples who are
closer to us than our family. We
have heard their stories, struggles,
pains, victories, and hopes for the
future.

I think you get the point. UME has
much to offer to couples that want
to belong and we hope you have
found a place to belong to a family
of caring couples. 

Blessings,
Steve Chapman
Executive Director

STEVE & PAM CHAPMAN
MESF Executive Director
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The UME MESF Board met by Zoom on 
April 22, 2022. Some of the highlights 
of that meeting were:

The Executive Couple announced the 
retirement of Tom and Sue Reilly as 
the Community Resources Committee 
(CRC) Chair to focus on their new 
Board position and Tom's appointment 
to the UME MESF Treasurer tasks. Jon 
and Tammy Fleischer have accepted 
the CRC chair position. UME is very 
blessed to have the caliber of these 
two couples  who allow God to lead 
them to use their gifts in these
ministry positions.

Yearly, the CRC reviews Policy 0032 
regarding the flexible registration fee 
for Weekends. They recommended it 
remain as is and the Board approved.

The Development Finance Committee 
(DFC) reviews the Worldwide Average 
Cost of the Weekends yearly. Because 
of COVID19, insufficient data was 
available to make responsible 
changes. The DFC recommended all 
material state the Worldwide Average 
Cost of the Weekend is "more than 
$720".

The Staff recommended changes to 
Community Status for current and 
future reference.  These will include: 
Recognized Communities, Expansion 
Communities, Inactive Communities, 
and Recognized Countries. The Board 
sent this to the CRC and GEC for 
verbiage. The Staff also recommended 
changes to Policy 0044 regarding 
Weekend Checkpoints. The changes 
were needed to address facilities' 
contract deadlines, which are 60 & 90 
days for cancellation for many, which 
moves checkpoints considerably. The 
Board approved changes with an 
amendment, to remove Deeper 
Weekends from documentation.

BOARD UPDATE

Marriage Encounter is expanding the resources we provide and have 
cooked up something new that is easily available for everyone: Marriage 
in Today's World Podcast. We are focusing on all things marriage: from 
communication to identifying feelings to managing the needs of a family. 
We seek to procure the best advice from the "experts" - married people. 
Each month, hear from a couple on how they focus on Christ in their life 
and marriage all while navigating life's joys and challenges. Take a peek 
to see what we're all about at www.marriageintodaysworld.com or find us 
on Spotify or anywhere you listen to podcasts. Be sure to subscribe so 
you won’t miss an episode.

Episode 5, Finding the Fun in Marriage with Dan and Pat Van Vleck

http://www.marriageintodaysworld.com/


Many communities 
are opting to expand 
YOU-Nite into an 
opportunity to 
celebrate the work 
accomplished by so 
many in order to 
have a successful 
Weekend - as well as 
an opportunity to 
welcome new couples 
into the community.  
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Heart of Illinois Celebrates Volunteers

Rochester Says "You Rock" - Thank YOU!

Mahalo from Aloha Community!



This Event has been developed for
couples (encountered and non-
encountered) to help recognize the
signs of drifting and to give ideas on
how to bring your relationship back
together spiritually, relationally, and
romantically.

  This event also offers
encouragement and tools for
strengthening marriage, which
makes it an excellent inviting and
promoting tool for introducing  

Marriages can drift. Passion is lost,
visions disappear, the decision to
love is forgotten. 

Steve and Pam Chapman & Kendall
and Cathy Thomas have created a
one day workshop for communities
to consider together: What are the
simple things that cause us to drift
in marriage? Comfort? Denial? Self-
centeredness? Busyness? Pride?
Unforgiveness? It could be any of
these. Satan loves to use them all. 
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couples to UME and inviting them
to attend a future Weekend in your
community. 

    A Bonus Session is available free
of charge to community members
on Friday night to consider ways we
drift in Community as well as
practical tools for Fighting the Drift
in Community. 

Now Available for  

Your Community

Congratulations to Bill and Lori
Jarrett from the  Iowa-Illinois UME
Community and winners of  the
tic-tac-toe Date Night Give Away.
Thanks to everyone who entered. 
 Check page 13 for your next
opportunity to enter the Date
Night Give Away. 

(Scott and Debbie Smith pictured on
one of their tic-tac-toe dates)

ANNOUNCING THE DATE 
NIGHT GIVE AWAY WINNERS

UME LEGACY
United Marriage Encounter has
created a website, UME Legacy,
(www.umelegacy.com) as  an
opportunity to honor marriages
that have had a positive impact
on those around them.  Your
financial gift may be made in
honor or in memory of a couple
whose marriage has touched
those around them. Those
recently honored are:

PAUL AND CHERYL HAWOTTE
JIM AND CARALEE JOLIN

GRANT AND RANDI WARREN
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What Do You Belong To? 
BY KENDALL & CATHY THOMAS

What do you belong to?
These days, the list
could be endless. You
could belong to a gym,
a school, a team, a
political party,  a
fandom . . . seriously,
it’s endless!
     In simple terms,
Webster’s New World
Dictionary defines
belong as a verb
meaning, to have its
proper place, to be a
part of something; be
connected, to be owned
by someone or to be a
member of something.
      Belonging is much
more than having a
huge friend group or
thousands  of Instagram
followers. Although
those are not “bad”
things, they do not
equal the necessity of
authentic belonging.
They do not fill the
inherent and
undeniable need we all
have to do life with
others, to experience
true and genuine
community.
     As we mentioned
belong is a verb, it
takes action.  One of
our favorite quotes is
by Lysa Terkeurst.
“Inspiration plus
information without 

of attending a UME
Weekend is the
community that you
are invited to be part
of. You are not just
invited to experience
life with others but
also, to experience life
together with others
who are also interested
in building great
marriages.
 
Application:
  Take a moment to
thank God for the
community in which
you belong.  If you
don’t have a local
community, check out
the eCORE online
communities listed on
the UME Website. 

 Also, if it has been
over a year since your
original UME Weekend,  
consider attending
another Weekend!

1 THESSALONIANS 1:2
REMINDS US THAT THE 

EARLY CHUCH WAS 
THANKFUL FOR THEIR 

COMMUNITY:
 

“WE GIVE THANKS TO 
GOD ALWAYS FOR ALL 
OF YOU, CONSTANTLY 
MENTIONING YOU IN 

OUR PRAYERS”
 

KENDALL & CATHY THOMAS
Clergy Executive Couple

personal application

will not transform your

life”. Or we might add,

your marriage.

Belonging takes

commitment. Belonging

is doing life together.

Belonging is like the

military “band of

brothers”. Belonging is

becoming soul mates.

Becoming, because soul

mates are not born they

are forged in the fires

of life.

 UME offers an

opportunity to belong

to a community of

caring couples, a quest

if you will; one that if

followed will continue

building the

transformation of your

marriage you began on

your UME Weekend.

One of our Core Values

is: We believe to make

this transformation we

must have an ongoing

stake in the Weekend

couple’s marriages. We

support these couples

by upholding them in

prayer, along with

providing CORE,

activities and marriage

resources.

 One of the best parts 
 



 

WORC
We hope you are planning to be at UME
Celebration 2022 in Louisville Kentucky on July
24-27.  There's still time to register at
www.celebrateume.com. 
If you are in need of a hotel, you can find a list
at www.celebrateume.com with links to
booking rooms at these hotels. All of the
hotels are close to the Flaget Center, which is
where the event
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is being held. Celebration kicks off on
Monday morning at 9:00am.  You'll enjoy
sessions throughout the day on Monday,
Tuesday, and Wednesday  on CORE,
Dialogue, Community, and Inviting - as
well as plenty of time for food, fun, and
fellowship before heading home mid-day
on Wednesday, July 25.  See you there!

 
Rob and Steph Bandy
Celebration Chair Couple 

JULY 24-27 | LOUISVILLE, KY

JERRY & CAROL WEBB
WORC CHAIR COUPLE

  At the close of the Holy Matrimony talk, just before the
beginning of the 90-90 writing time, the Weekend
couples watch and listen to a beautiful music video of
Steven Curtis Chapman’s song, I Will Be Here.  
     For those of you who attended a Weekend many
years ago, you may remember, The Impossible Dream
being played, or in more recent years, If Tomorrow Never
Comes.  
     The Weekend Outline Review Committee
unanimously approved the use of I will be Here several
years ago after one of the Committee members saw it at
a conference. They were impressed by how the
message expressed in this song connected with the
UME vision: To start a transformation in one man-one
woman marriages that leads to stronger Christian
families and stronger Christian communities.  This vision
is achieved as couples fulfill their commitment to
covenant marriage by making daily decisions to love as
they live out this commitment to each other.
     The following story about the writing of this song is
posted on several websites.
“Although the song shares a message of enduring love,
the song was actually written out of pain. Not long after
Chapman and his wife got married, his parents divorced.  
...continued pg. 12

WEEKEND OUTLINE REVIEW

http://www.celebrateume.com/


GEC  “Where two or three gather in my name, I am there with
them.” Matthew 18:20
The scripture above shares our committee’s views towards UME
and to our God.  We are blessed to have such a great group of
couples who are dedicated to the growth and expansion of
United Marriage Encounter!  Being the newest committee, we
are excited to blaze new trails for our communities and all UME
couples.

Growth Updates:
The GEC has assisted in creating processes for the following
events below.  Call your local UME Executive Couple to request
one of the events below!
Marriage Works – Great ½ day event to assist communities with a
refresher of the Weekend and the next steps of problem solving!  
You can invite non-UME couples to this event to help them see
who UME is and what we do!
Fighting the Drift – Awesome Event to help communities and
couples ignite the passion by completing a Prepare & Enrich
assessment and reviewing it during the one-day session.  Bonus
night available for the community the night before the event! 
 You can also invite non-UME couples to this event to help them
see who UME is and what we do! 
More events to come!  - Reach out to us directly if you have ideas
for a community event.

Expansion updates:
There is now an approved process in place for requesting an
expansion community thanks to the very hard work of the GEC
team. Each expansion that is approved will receive an
ambassador couple to assist them through the process.  The
chart is a quick look at the flow of the request procedure. 

Here are the latest updates on Expansions:
West Central Florida has Officially Reactivated at the end of 2021!
The following requests have been submitted for an expansion
and are in various stages:
Australia – Approved community working on New Community as
a country!  Their next Weekend is July 15-17, 2022.
Colorado Springs – Approved expansion and has a UME
Weekend scheduled for October 14-16, 2022
Connecticut – Approved expansion and has a UME Weekend
scheduled for November 4-6, 2022.
West Tennessee – Just left the fourth level and it is back with GEC
for review.
Alabama – First level started with the request for expansion
documents sent to the contact couple.

We can’t wait to share more GEC news during the coming
months!  Love You Guys!
Carl & Peggy Priest
UME Growth and Expansion Committee Chair
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CARL & PEGGY PRIEST
GEC CHAIR COUPLE

GROWTH AND EXPANSION UPDATES 



  We want to challenge
you to reach out this
week to someone in
UME that you haven’t
spoken to in a while.
Send them an email or
text or better yet call
them or mail them a
card. Are you a super
achiever? Open your
home up to couples.
Invite them in for
coffee or a meal. Don’t
wait for CORE to
gather. You have to
eat…make a bit more,
forget about the mess,
and have a meal
together. Real life, no
masks. 
  An ember dies when
it’s not within the fire.
We need each other to
keep our flames
burning not just for
UME, but for our
marriages and most
importantly for Christ.
And you know what
the absolute best part
of all of this is? It’s not
just them who receive
the blessing, the sense
of belonging, but you
as well.  Let’s all make
this commitment 
 together. We can’t
wait until it’s our turn
to break bread with
you.
   
Many blessings and
much love,

Jon & Tammy Fleischer
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If you talk with pretty
much any couple
within UME they will
tell you about the
sense of belonging.
That if you walk into a
room full of
encountered couples,
whether you know
them or not, you are
instant family. We
know you’re agreeing
with us right now. It’s
an incredible feeling.
 So, how do we
convince newly
encountered couples
or, even couples who
were encountered a
while ago but just
never managed to get
involved, of this sense
of belonging? Well it’s
about a word we heard
a few years ago from
Steve Chapman at a
regional ECL : 
 Investment. We
provide the feeling of
belonging through
investing our time and
resources in these
couples with the
expectation and the
blessing that we will
be a part of their
growth and their
testimony. Bet you’ve
got a mix of “warm
feelings” and “how in
the world?” right now,
huh? Kinda like
getting one of those
gigantic super tall
milkshakes

with the crazy
toppings and thinking
“I can’t wait and I’ll
never be able to eat it
all.” And it’s up to all
of us, not just team
couples or community
execs or the
leadership, but every
single one of us. 
  As a couple, we are
currently studying the
Book of Acts. The
church during those
early years was inside
people’s homes, not a
grand building. These
people were breaking
bread together, caring
for each other’s kids,
and sharing expenses.
They shared joys and
struggles and held
each other
accountable to the
teachings of Christ.
Sounds daunting, we
know, but wouldn’t it
be comforting to know
that we aren’t just
some name on
someone’s list that is
called twice a year to
serve on a weekend;
that our motto, “a
community of caring
couples” which is
spoken of so much
throughout the
weekend is really true;
that we can stand firm
on the fact that this
ministry is about
serving them, not how
they can serve us. 

JON & TAMMY 
FLEISCHER
CRC CHAIR COUPLE

Attention Federal Employees, or
families of Federal employees.
We are a certified Charity for the
Federal Campaign. Use number
10347 and support UME today! 

 COMMUNITY RESOURCES



UME NEWS PAGE 11

 Everyone has a deep
need to belong. God
created us to be social
beings, to be part of
families and communities.
Comradery brings joy and
enrichment to life.
Thankfully, we are part of
United Marriage
Encounter, a global
community of caring
couples who have a
collective desire to
strengthen our marriages
and families. We are so
grateful for this
international family that
enables us to connect
across the globe through
the shared experience of
feelings. What pure genius
of God is this ministry
which draws people
together through
emotional connection! 
 No matter how we grew
up, what languages we
speak, or where we live on
earth, we all have feelings.
Even if we do not express
them in the same way or
have identical emotions
about the same event, we
can recall experiences that
brought up similar feelings
and share them with each
other as we do in
Dialogue. This connects us  

across cultures, 
 personalities and
circumstances—bridging
the gap between our
worlds. This empathy is
one of the greatest values
shared amongst our UME
communities. 
 Oneness of feeling
enables us to reach across
continents and oceans to
befriend people of other
ethnicities and
backgrounds. It fights the
dark of loneliness and
brings comfort in life’s
struggles—assuring us we
are not alone. We have
support. We belong.
Moreover, oneness of
feeling brings a unity that
grows exponentially
powerful when rallied for
God’s missions! Such is
the wonder of our United
Marriage Encounter which
lives out and embodies
God’s power to connect
across the world in our
communities like West
Central Florida, Australia,
Heart of Illinois, and
Malaysia. It brings us a
sense of belonging in
God’s family as we all fight
together for marriage, one
of the most powerful
representations of His 

 great love for us.  
    For this purpose, UME 
 leaders in the Asia-Pacific
communities recently met
with leaders in America to
connect and share—to
discuss building a stronger
network of international
teaming couples. We see
the need for couples to
belong, support one
another, and grow as an
inter-connected
community. Certainly,
there have been struggles
during the pandemic, but
all of our communities—
including those in the
Asia-Pacific (like Australia, 
Malaysia, and Singapore)
—continue to work toward
ongoing fellowship and
Weekends, and we want
to collaborate as a global
family for this common
goal.
  Thanks to this ministry,
we can stand together for
God’s values—values like  

Asia Pacific Update
By Paul & Joyce Ruddell

empathy, unity, shared
feelings and being a part
of a loving community.
These reflect God’s
intentions for us, His
church. Regardless of how
far and wide our
communities are spread,
even when Encountered
couples move to areas
outside our geographical
communities, we are still
part of a family bonded by
strong cords invisible to
the naked eye: we all
experience feelings and
share the same values, the
same passion for God,
marriage, and family.
  Thank you for choosing
to be a part of our global
UME family—bringing
honor and glory to our
God who made the
ultimate sacrifice for us all,
showing that we belong
with Him.

- Paul & Joyce Ruddell



Cont. from pg. 8
 He wanted to reassure
his wife that he would
never leave her and that
he would always “be
there.” In an interview with
Today’s Christian Music,
Chapman shared how he
felt when he wrote the
song, saying, ‘It felt like I
needed to drive a stake in
the ground again and say
to her, ‘No matter how I
feel when I wake up
tomorrow, no matter how
disillusioned we may be at
different points of this, I
have made this
commitment to you, and I
will be here when you
wake up.’ Because I think
there was this real fear in
her that said, ‘Wow, if this
happened in his parents’
lives, what assurance do
we have that this won’t be
our story as well?’”
     Thankfully, Chapman’s
marriage has endured the
test of time and he has
been able to keep the
commitment he promised
to his wife in this classic
song.”
  By God’s grace,
encountered couples,
centering their
relationship on Christ,
using Marriage Encounter
tools, making decisions to
love, supported and
encouraged by  Marriage
Encounter Communities
will continue “to be here”
for each other.
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UME Family is on
Facebook! One way that
our UME Community of
Caring Couples can stay
connected is through our
UME Family Facebook
page.  This is a private
group where UME
Weekend updates, news,
events, prayer requests
and other UME related 

things are shared. If you
are not currently a
member of the UME
Family Facebook group,
you can request to join by
emailing Pam Beadle at
pbeadle@unitedmarriage.
com or via this link:
https://www.facebook.com
/groups/unitedmarriageen
counterfamily

It is our hope that this
Facebook group bridges
the physical distance
between our members
and creates a sense of
belonging throughout our
worldwide community.
UME also has a public
page which advertises
UME Weekends and other
resources. 

KNOW?
Did you

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

THRIVE TOGETHER
NOW AVAILABLE
Thrive Together is a one day
marriage workshop that is
designed for you to bring to
your church or community as a
promoting and inviting tool.
MESF has packaged this
workshop into a presentation
for facilitation by couples who
have been trained in Prepare
and Enrich. For more
information about bringing this
to your church or community,
email Pam Beadle 
 pbeadle@unitedmarriage.com
For a peek into what the
workshop entails,  visit
www.honoringmarriage.com
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DATENIGHT GIVEAWAY
DATENIGHT GIVEAWAY
DATENIGHT GIVEAWAY



2610 Park Ave
Muscatine, IA 52761


