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A Note From Your Executive Couple

Top Ten Things to Know 

About United Marriage 

Encounter
According to Dan & Pat Van Vleck,   International Executive Couple

10. The website is www.unitedmarriage.com – please visit it

9. ‘Super-Secret’ Password to Resources on the website is umedocs

8.	 UME/MESF	has	a	wonderful	staff.		Please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	them	for	assistance	
or with your questions. Phone (866)483-8889 or e-mail info@unitedmarriage.com

7. There are many expressions of Marriage Encounter. United Marriage Encounter is a 
non-denominational Protestant expression. Though similar to other expressions, UME does 
have its uniqueness. 

6.	 Our	expression	broke	off	from	the	Catholic	expression	in	1975	in	Rochester,	New	York.	
The International headquarters is located in Muscatine, Iowa, USA.

5.	 In	45+	years	UME	has	had	Weekends	and	Communities	in	nearly	50	locations	–	around	
the USA and abroad.

4.	 UME	is	more	than	a	Weekend	experience	–	we	are	a	Community	of	Caring	Couples	
doing life together

3. UME works with biblical marriages – one man/one woman

2. United Marriage Encounter is a totally volunteer organization. The MESF (Marriage 
Encounter	Support	Foundation)	funds	all	staff	and	overhead	expenses.

1. As a ministry we can change the world, one marriage at a time.

What	are	your	thoughts?	Ideas?

We would love to hear from you!

              Peace, Love, and Joy

              Dan and Pat Van VlecK
               Dan & Pat Van Vleck

     UME-MESF International Executive Couple

dpvanvleck@unitedmarriage.com

585-355-1040

By: Dan & Pat Van Vleck
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Report from April 22, 2021  Board meeting: 

 The DFC (Development Finance Committee) recommended the registration fee of $80 remain the same. It was 
approved for another year.

The DFC recommended the average cost of UME Weekend continues to be more than $720 per couple and the 
Board approved.

The WORC (Weekend Outline Review Committee) recommended that UME adopt providing Refresher Weekend 
material for couples attending a second time to add an additional Weekend Experience. This includes special 
questions that can be used to enhance their Weekend experience.

New Inviting cards are available for couples to use inviting 

friends and family to our Weekends.

See your Community Executive couple for these or go to

info@unitedmarriage.com and Shelly will send you some.
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During 2020 I heard a story about a father whose daughter was complaining about how Covid19 was 

ruining her life.  The dad had her make a list of  all the bad things that were ‘ruining her life’ and all the good 

things that happened as a result of  the pandemic.  Guess what?  The Good List was much longer than the 

Bad List!  Our Marriage Encounter ministry was the same.  I could tell you that we had a year and a half  

of  no Weekends.  Yes and we lost some of  our faithful donors because of  lost jobs and financial hardships.  
Many CORES were unable to meet in person and many UME community gatherings such as Christmas and 

Valentines parties had to be cancelled.   

However:

So many good things did happen!  Because God is God, we had several members give over and above.  Their 

gifts allowed UME to experience one of  the largest financial years for our Annual Marriage Builders (AMB) 
program.   We also grew our tribute fund and our growth and expense fund substantially. Traditionally we 

Encounter about 240 new couples each year.  But we had the unique opportunity to provide improved support 

to our almost 3000 post-encountered couples and 500 active volunteers.  How?  Through three regional 

training sessions, a large community event in our Aloha community and setting up eCOREs to reach home 
bound couples.  Many of  the communities came up with creative ways to have  Valentine and Christmas 

events using Zoom.   The Singapore community reached out to Australia and Malaysia to create the Asia 
Pacific CORE where they are able to minister to those couples and grow their couple relationships as well as 
their community relationships.  With the desire to have a one day event to enrich couple’s relationships the 

Marriage Works Program was given new life.  We hope it will become an important tool for communities 

to strengthen members and to invite pre-Encountered and post-Encountered couples to a UME Weekend.  

Other events we held in 2020 were ECLs – Equipping Couples for Leadership – These events yield new 

By: Steve Chapman 
Executive DirectorGood or Bad: A Matter of Perspective
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leaders, new ideas and new programs that we will be announcing as they are completed and approved.

Bad year?  Not in my eyes!  We could have easily sat back and moped over  cancelled Weekends : - (  But 
we have a body of  committed, determined, relentless, creative followers that wouldn’t have it!  I praise God 

for watching over us and providing so abundantly for our needs.  Thank you to all of  you for persevering! 

Steve

Steve

2020: Good or Bad: A Matter of  Perspective - Continued

What season of life are you in?  Many of our legacy members are getting to an age they 
have an opportunity to use their RMD (required minimum distribution). 

RMD  is the amount of money that must be withdrawn from an employer-sponsored 
retirement plan, traditional IRA, SEP, or SIMPLE individual retirement account (IRA) by 
plan participants of retirement age. If you choose to give to UME, your donation will be 
added to the Annual Marriage Builders and even more couples can be given the blessing 
of a UME Weekend!

Have you logged into 
RightNow Media recently?

Don’t forget - you have countless Bible studies, kids 

shows and educational lessons at your fingertips! 
Don’t have an account yet?

Just go to:

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/unitedmarriage

and set one up. It’s that simple!

Honoring Marriage - Engaging, Growing, Transforming

https://www.facebook.com/groups/12996725375
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TEAM RENEWAL
By: Paul and Cheryl Hawotte  

Directors of Team & Weekend Support

Changes are so much a part of life and UME is no 
different. This issue we want to highlight three couples, 
who are impacting our UME world. These couples have 

influenced our Weekends and we are so thankful to resume Weekends this year.

Richard and Karen Zielinski are stepping back from Teaming, but not from UME 
involvement. We asked Karen to tell us about their UME journey.   She shared the 
following and we are privileged to share it with you.

 “Our UME Adventure”

(Written by Karen Zielinski, 6/23/2021)

“It was the summer of 1995 when a sweet, loving couple was invited to our church by Pastor 
John Cooke, to talk about a United Marriage Encounter Weekend coming up in Rochester in 
the Fall. We had been married just three years, a second marriage for both of us, and we were 
struggling in our marriage. The couple, Rich and Nan Keller, looked at each other so lovingly, and 
were so convincing, we signed up!

Thus began an amazing 26 year journey with United Marriage Encounter! We were moved to 
find Rich and Nan to be our Prayer Couple at Sing-off! We quickly joined a Core after our 
Weekend, began to attend Community events, and slowly, our struggling relationship began to 
improve and strengthen, as did our relationship with God! With encouragement from Mark and 
Susan DiVincentis, we began preparing to be a Team Couple. As one of the earlier Team Couples 
in a second marriage, we knew our stories would be relatable to the many second marriage 
couples attending Weekends. We teamed our first Weekend in March 2003, despite the fact 
that I, Karen, had just had major surgery the month before!! We were hooked! The strong 
prayer presence surrounding a Weekend, the often amazing transformation of couples, and the 
loving, dedicated presenting teams created miracles that we loved being part of.

Soon, we were participating with UME on an international level as members of CRC. We joined the 
Rochester Board of Directors, became the Registration Couple, participated in Team Renewals, 
Celebrations, and the International Board! Throughout these past 26 years we have made deep, 
cherished friendships with UME couples all over the world. We became an Admin Team Couple, 
and have teamed a total of 29 Weekends, and been in many UME Communities around the world. 
We have had the privilege of mentoring preparing Team Couples as they embark on the UME 
journey. We have seen God on the move countless times through these past 26 years of our 
Marriage Encounter Adventure. Little did we know, on that fateful Sunday morning in 1995, 
that we were signing up for a whirlwind, quarter century adventure with God!!

It was with great regret that we retired as a Team Couple this past winter. Richard has been 
diagnosed with Multiple System Atrophy (MSA), a rare, degenerative, neurological disease. The 
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Paul and Cheryl Hawotte, 
Directors of Team & Weekend Support

challenges of this illness are such that we are unable to Team effectively. Our “now feeling” at 
the loss of teaming is heavy-hearted. It is a strong 8 out of 10, and the taste is sour, the color 
gray. But, we are grateful that God has blessed us so abundantly through our deep involvement 
with UME! Our Core surrounds us with love and support, we’re still on our Community Board, and 
we hope to attend Community events as Richard feels able.

Truly, the words of Ecclesiastes 3:1 have never been more pertinent to us: “For everything 
there is a season, and a time for every purpose under heaven.” Regretfully, our Teaming Season 
has ended, but joyfully, our UME Season is far from over!”

Our newest Clergy Team Couple is Darren & Rosemarie Thurber. They live in Tampa 
Florida and minister there. They were Encountered in Smoky Mountain Foothills in October 
of 2017. They responded to God’s calling to become a Clergy Team Couple. We met them 
virtually and connected them with their Barnabus Couples (Kendall & Cathy Thomas and 
John & Char Cooke, experienced UME Clergy Team Couples) for their talk writing process. 
Darren & Rosemarie completed their Clergy Training Weekend this Spring in Smoky 
Mountain Foothills, Teaming alongside Kendall & Cathy Thomas. It was an exciting time as 
they were able to return to the Community where they were Encountered. The Thurbers 
are scheduled to Team their first solo Weekend this fall, prayerfully in Heart of North 
Carolina. We praise God for them and answering our prayers for additional Clergy Team 
Couples.

Our newest Administrative Team Couple are certainly not new to Marriage Encounter. 
They are Mark & Cindy Meinert serving from the Iowa-Illinois Community. Mark & 
Cindy were Encountered February 6, 1987 in the Iowa-Illinois Community. They have 
been, and are active in IA-IL Community and also serving on the International Board and 
Committees. Their selfless service was recognized in 1997 with the receiving of the Ham 
& Eggs award. They came to realize Teaming was a next 
step for them in 2013. They have Teamed 14 Weekends 
and this Spring Teamed their Admin Training Weekend 
in Rochester NY. We are thankful for their serving 
others attitude. They too are an answer to prayer as we 
need Administrative Team Couples with UME opening 
up in 2021.

It is refreshing to once again have UME Weekends. 
We pray for our Team Couples as this year unfolds. 
God’s best may well be yet to come!

Team Renewal- Continued
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Have you considered leaving a lasting donation to 

United Marriage Encounter? 
UME has a permanent legacy fund that has been 
put in place to provide a perpetual source of funding 
for Weekends.  This fund will be used to reach 
new generations and give them an opportunity to 
experience our Weekend.  HOW? The UME-MESF 
Board has authorized the end of year gains of this 
investment fund to be donated to the Annual Marriage 
Builders program which is our primary source of 
Weekend funding.  WHY? Because our CORE value is 
to see that any couple can attend regardless of their 

ability to pay. If you are interested, add UME to your will and notify the office that you have made 
that commitment.  It’s that easy. If you want more info contact Schapman@unitedmarriage.com

Topical CORE is a fairly new, but quickly growing concept in 

United Marriage Encounter. It started as an idea during one 

of our Equipping Couples for Leadership gatherings, and 

eventually transformed into a Task Force to implement. 

While the Task Force is still working out the kinks for an 

internal process, it won’t be long before we could see 

new resources and COREs cropping up as each of our 

communities and couples feel led to participate.

The idea is simple, really, with a whole lot of potential! 

Unlike typical UME COREs that continuously meet once or 

twice a month to build strong marriages, a topical CORE has 

a clear start and end date, covering a particular topic to help reinforce strong marriages. It is a temporary 

CORE, usually online, lasting somewhere between 4 and 6 sessions in length. Couples follow the UME 

CORE guidelines just as they would any ongoing UME CORE, except that the material and questions 

stick with a certain topic. Suggested topics have ranged from Family Parenting, Finances, Prayer Life, 

Communication, Spiritual Gifts to Blended Families. The possibilities are endless! We are even creating 

a short Topical CORE that will act as a refresher to the Weekend. This will allow both newly and veteran 

encountered couples to “get their feet wet” in a CORE with a short commitment while reintroducing 

concepts from their Weekend.  As you can see there is a lot of potential for growth and connection. 

However, we are just in the starting stages of this program, including the need to create content for several 

of the Topical COREs mentioned above. We invite you to help. If you or someone you know has an interest 

in creating content for a short Topical CORE series on any content that could benefit marriages, please 
contact Tom and Sue Reilly (Community Resources Chaircouple) tsreilly@unitedmarriage.com. Or you 

can even choose to participate in the future by facilitating a short Topical CORE event in your community.

Topical Talks 

By Paul Ruddell
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Honoring Marriage – Growing Together from our friends from Fortified Marriages

Anger  seems to be a corrosive emotion in our world today, yet it has affected relationships throughout 

history - think of God’s admonition to Cain that he not allow his anger to cause him to sin (Genesis 

4:6-7). Anger can be especially destructive in marriage as couples allow themselves to vent and even 

spew anger at each other without reservation. The experts tell us that anger reveals something within 

us - that rather than venting anger or stifling it, we need to examine it and see where it is coming 

from. Also, anger is a secondary emotion - it is brought about by frustration, fear, or hurt. Feeling 

angry is not the problem, how we handle that anger can be a huge problem.

     Everyone deals with anger - anger is not a sin, but as with Cain, the expression of our anger is 

often sinful. We sin if we express anger in a hurtful or demeaning way, even if the other person 

has hurt us badly. While we are to give others responsibility for their actions (and there may be 

serious consequences for their sin), we must accept responsibility for our actions, words, and even 

our attitude. The injustice of others does not give us a right to sin or act unjustly. Paul wrote in 

Ephesians that we should “get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with 

every form of malice.” (Ephesians 4:31)

     One author wrote that we are to: Be angry, but beware; don’t allow anger to control us. Be angry, 

but be aware; don’t allow anger to become a way of life. Be angry, but be kind; only when anger is 

motivated by love, is it constructive and creative. Good words to live by and Biblical as we read in 

Ephesians 4:26: “In your anger do not sin.” Yes, express your hurt, your frustration, your fear, but do 

it in a way that honors God.

     The question is not if anger affects you, it is how does anger affect you? Do you vent your anger at 

everyone and anyone who crosses you? Do you stuff your anger; keeping it in and not letting anyone 

know you are angry? Or do you power your way through it; gritting your teeth and bearing with it? 

If anger is a problem in your life, get help! There are many great resources to help you express anger 

in healthy ways to build your relationship, rather than tear them down.

________________________________________

Find More Helpful Resources at: www.fortifiedmarriages.com


