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A Note From Your Executive Couple

   Patience, Flexibility, and  Change
Our youngest daughter, Abigail, was blessed with the opportunity to 

travel on three international mission trips while she was in high school.  On 

each of these adventures she traveled with the Conference Youth Director, 

Rev. Ted Anderson, who has since become a mentor and family friend.

The phrase that Pastor Ted taught the kids (and parents) was 

“patience, fl exibility, and change.”  This became the group’s 

mantra and served them well in the many changes and 

challenges of traveling, learning, and working in countries where 

they did not speak the language. It has also become a favorite saying in our 

family as children have gone off  to college and especially last year in planning Abigail’s wedding.  

What we did not realize is that we judge it has become the theme of our fi rst year as 

Executive Couple for United Marriage Encounter.  If you think about it, the saying really fi ts. 

We need patience as so many unknowns are around us and in front of us, as we wait to learn 

of current infection levels and new guidelines and as we wonder when all of this will end.

Flexibility - One day something is one way, the next day it has changed. One week we could have the 

face-to-face Board meeting in Illinois, the next week we couldn’t.  That led to the development of a hybrid 

meeting, connecting Board members across 4 states and 5 time zones. Going forward we will need to 

remain fl exible.  Plans may be set one way and when we get to the event, the set-up may need to be 

diff erent to accommodate the facility.

Change - Never has it been truer that “we haven’t done it this way before.”  That, however, will not be 

changing anytime soon.

So, our words of advice to you: “Patience, Flexibility and Change”, apply to all areas of your life, especially 

to your marriage and your service with United Marriage Encounter.  The only thing that is not changing 

and will not change is our Lord! Praise!!! As we learn in John 16 – God has conquered all the problems of 

the world.

“I have said these things to you so that you will have peace in me. In the world you have distress.  But be 

encouraged!  I have conquered the world.” John 16:33 Common English Bible version

Thank you for being on this journey with us!

       Grace and Peace

              Dan and Pat Van VlecK
               Dan & Pat Van Vleck

     UME-MESF International Executive Couple

By: Dan & Pat Van Vleck

Dan & Pat Van Vleck
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August 7 - 9, 2020  Board meeting highlights:

Th e following issues were addressed and voted on:

Th e UME MESF Board met August 7- 9, 2020 this year for their annual face to face meeting. Unfortunately, 
because of COVID-19 restrictions fi ve couples were not able to attend in person. Th e meeting was held in Moline, 
Ill and on Zoom. Th ose attending in Moline were: Dan and Pat Van Vleck, Len and Adrienne Dewitt (our new 
Treasurer), Kendall and Cathy Th omas, Billy and Laura Gribble, and Rob and Stephanie Bandy.

In the face to face meeting, the Board was presented with the fi ndings from the annual audit and the 990 Tax 
returns. Because of COVID-19 the tax returns were not available in time and were sent for an August 31st approval.

Th is is a time when all Committees submit their annual reports and the Board has an opportunity to hear what 
progress was made toward the Board directives, to hear the future plan for the committee, and to see how it 
aligns with the organization’s strategic plan.

Recommendations approved:
• Th e Prayer Scroll (0063) will be required on all UME Weekends in the future. Find on the Web: https://unitedmarriage.com.  
Click on Resources/UME Community Resources.  Enter password: umedocs  Proceed to folder 3. Prayer Couple Coordinator, then folder Prayer Scroll Info

• Th e Board guidelines to use in case a Weekend was approved for the Fall of 2020. No Weekends were approved. 
Find on the Web: https://unitedmarriage.com.  Click on Resources/UME Community Resources.  Enter password: umedocs  Proceed to folder 2. Executive Couple

• Th e Board honored the following couples for their service. See more about the couples in this newsletter.
   Ham and Eggs:
   Jim & Caralee Jolin – Heart of North Carolina
   Gary & Miriam Upchurch– Heart of Illinois

Other couples who received awards for past service under the guidelines of policy 0012 included Steve and 
Cheryl Swallow for their service as Executive Couple for the UME-MESF Board of Directors, Bruce and Janet 
Adams for their service on the Board of Directors, Chaircouple of the DFC and as Treasurer, John and Cheryl 
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Updates from the Board Contiuned:

Hendershot for their service on the Board of Directors and Richard and Karen Zielinski for their service on 
the Board of Directors.  The Board expresses gratitude and great appreciation for the many hours of volunteer 
service given by these dedicated couples.  As part of Policy 0012, MESF will make a donation of $50 per year of 
service to the Board Member Tribute fund and the couple will be added to the Legacy Website.

50th Anniversary of UME (2025) 2025 will mark 50 years that UME 
has been ministering to couples.  The Board discussed the need to begin 
making plans and creating a budget.  It was suggested that the 50th Anniversary 
Recognition be tied into the 2025 Celebration.  Every Community could be 
invited to submit videos about their Community history and/or what their 
Community was doing to mark the Anniversary.  It was also suggested that 
Communities be encouraged to hold their own events to mark 50 years of 
UME.   Other suggestions included raising funds throughout the year 2025 
with the funds earmarked for Growth and Expansion, setting a goal of 50 Recognized Communities, recognizing 
members who have been married more than 50 years, and asking Communities to submit stories.  It was also 
suggested that the history book highlighting 25-35 years drafted, but not completed, might be resurrected and 
expanded to include 35-50 years.  Dan and Pat Van Vleck, Executive Couples will create a Task Force and appoint 
a Task Force Chair to plan a year long recognition of this ministry milestone (in coordination with the 2025 
Celebration Task Force as appropriate.)  

Marriage Works.  Jerry and Carol Webb, Marriage Works Task Force Chaircouple presented a brief history 
of Marriage Works and the current progress of the Marriage Works Task Force who are updating the Marriage 
Works program as a resource for Communities during Fall 2020 since almost all 2020 have been cancelled.

Ham and Eggs 
Do you know the story? Here is how it goes: 

A chicken and a pig were walking down the street one day and noticed 

some poor children who looked as if they hadn’t eaten anything for days.  

Moved with compassion, the chicken said to the pig, “I have an idea!  Let’s 

give those children a nice breakfast of ham and eggs.”

The pig contemplated the chicken’s suggestion and said, “Well, for you, 

that would be a DONATION; but for me, it would be a SACRIFICE!”

Once a year, we honor volunteers that give Sacrificial Serving to this ministry.  Couples that have 

quietly given to ensure our Weekend attendees can experience a possible transformation in their 

marriage. The criteria are tough and it is not to be dished out undeservingly.  We truly want to honor 

the couples that have given as a gift of LOVE.  
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Volunteer Spotlight Contiuned:

If you know one of those couples you can nominate them for this award.

2019 Ham and Egg Award Winners are:

  Gary & Miriam Upchurch                       Jim & Caralee Jolin
   14645 Margo Lane                                       101 Hagan Court

                  Bloomington IL 61704                                     Cary, NC 27511 

           309-531-4155 (Miriam’s cell)

Gary & Miriam are in the Heart of Illinois Community and were encountered April 14, 2002.  Their 

current Loving Task position in UME is being the Weekend Photographer and delivering pictures 

to the Admin Couple. Previously they have been HOI Board Members, room decorator, conference 

room set up & tear down, and Banner Couple.  For years they cared for and stored the felt banners.

Strengths of recommended couple: 

Gary & Miriam are very loyal & dependable here in the HOI and consistently help with 

weekend duties. They genuinely care about marriage & set an example of intentionally 

working on good communication in their own marriage. They possess Christ-honoring values 

& priorities. Gary & Miriam are faithful to Core and have attended several UME Celebrations.

Special note: When they were on the HOI Board, Miriam was having chemo. They would still attend 

meetings even though she’d occasionally have to lay on the couch.

Gary & Miriam are loyal & faithful-fi rst to their Lord & their family and then to the Heart of Illinois. 

They are truly HOI’s “behind the scenes” couple and are the backbone of the HOI Community!

Jim & Caralee are in the Heart of North Carolina Community and were encountered in the Spring 

of 2006.  Their current and previous Loving Task positions in UME are Prayer Couple Coordinator and 

Promotion & Follow Up Task Force Chair.

Strengths of recommended couple:

Jim & Caralee’s strengths are their perseverance, their faith, and their love of encountered couples.

Have you logged into
RightNow Media recently?

Don’t forget - you have countless Bible studies, kids 

shows and educational lessons at your fi ngertips! 
Don’t have an account yet?

Just go to:

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/unitedmarriage

and set one up. It’s that simple!
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TEAM COUPLES 

UPDATE
By: Paul and Cheryl Hawotte  

Directors of Team & Weekend Support

This ReQuest we are going to feature our newest Clergy 
Team Couple.

 Jon & Jenny got married on October 13, 2001.  They 
are the parents of 4 children.  Alex is 16, Jonah is 14, Isaac 
is 13 and Lauren is 6!  They have been church planters in 
Ukraine since December 2009.  While in Ukraine, they did 
a lot of evangelism projects including English Evangelism 
Clubs, Bakers Club, small groups and Bible studies.  They 
also held summer camps for families, English camps, and 
helped with children’s camps.  All of these things were done 
to create relationships with people, with the hope of joining 
these people together to form a church.  They are so grateful that God used them to plant 
not only one, but TWO churches in Kremenchuk, Ukraine!  In May of this year, Jon accepted a 
position with Kontaktmission USA as Director of Eastern European Expansion.  They continue to 
work at church planting but from a different, bigger angle!  Jon will be responsible for recruiting 
new church planting missionaries to go to the field long term.  Also he will visit with missionaries 
already on the field to find out what kinds of things they need and return to the United States 
to find individuals, businesses and churches to meet those needs.  On August 17th ,the family 
moved to Humboldt, Tennessee where the Kontaktmission USA office is located and are looking 
to see how God uses them in this new place.

 Jon & Jenny were Encountered in November of 2005.  At that time, they had a 15-month 
old and Jenny was 7 months pregnant with their second child!  They told us they were definitely 
living as married singles and were in a season of disillusionment.  They definitely wanted to 
strengthen their marriage but wondered how United Marriage Encounter could possibly be 
different from the other retreats they had been to.  They ended up loving it so much, and 
gained so much that after they had lived in Ukraine for a couple of years, they decided to give 
the gift of a UME Weekend to the amazing people they knew and loved in Ukraine!

  Their Teaming journey actually began in Ukraine, where they served as Host Couple for 
2 Weekends.  These Weekends were mission model Weekends.  The first was held in Poltava 
October 11-13, 2013 and the second was held in Kremenchuk October 15-17, 2013.  They told us: 
“It was exhausting, but we learned a LOT those two Weekends!”

 Gainer’s Clergy Training Weekend was in Sidney, Australia in August 2017.  They have 
been blessed to Team 2 Weekends in the USA: Rochester NY in May 2018 and Tampa Bay in May 
2019.  Their comments to us concerning these Weekends were: “Each one of these Weekends 

Jon & Jenny Gainer 
Newest Clergy Team Couple
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Team Couples Update Continued:
has deepened our own marriage relationship, as well as our relationship with other UME couples.  
We are so thankful to have the opportunity to learn from such seasoned couples as Paul & Cheryl 
Hawotte, Mark & Cindy Meinert, and Richard & Karen Zielinski.  Each couple we have Teamed 
with has given us great advice, incredible examples and some serious laughter!!”

 We asked about life before moving to Ukraine.  Their response is heartwarming and a 
blessing to us.  They said: “Before we moved to Ukraine, our communities were such a blessing 
to us.  While we lived in Davenport Iowa, we were part of the Joy Core.  It was so great to meet 
every other week with these incredible couples and encourage one another.  I think one of the 
most amazing parts of this ministry is seeing couples, even those who have been married for 20, 
30, or even 40+ years, are not perfect and have to decide to love one another.  It was a great 
place to be able to be open, honest and vulnerable without the fear of being judged.  We moved 
to Lincoln, IL so Jon could go to Lincoln Christian University.  We were fortunate to get plugged 
into Core with Mike & Brenda Johnson in the Heart of Illinois Community.  They are some of the 
most caring and giving people we have had the pleasure of meeting and literally will drop anything 
to help someone out.  We observed this firsthand when in August of 2007, I had a gallbladder 
attack and Jon had to take me to the hospital.  We didn’t really know anyone else, so he called 
Brenda.  She came immediately and gathered up the kids and took care of them until Jon was 
able to make some other arrangements.  We are thankful for our time in both the IA-IL and the 
HOI Communities and have been incredibly blessed by them both!”   

        Jon & Jenny’s UME story actually started when they got engaged.  Jon’s parents Larry 
& Pat Gainer have been Encountered for more than 40 years!  However, Jon & Jenny tell us; 
“Like most newly ‘in love’ couples, we thought we knew everything and that love would be enough 
for us to have the perfect fairytale life we had been dreaming of.  However, when real life, 
financial struggles, a baby, and other issues came calling, we knew we needed some help.  Even 
though Jon’s parents who were Encountered many years before had been telling us over and over 
about UME, it was actually Bob & Norma Morrison whom we listened to.  They told us we should 
attend a Weekend and we got signed up, and attended, and life has never been the same.  United 
Marriage Encounter is the BEST gift we have ever received as a married couple and we LOVE 
to attend as a Clergy Couple and watch the Weekend Couple’s relationship grow and change over 
the course of the Weekend.  What is even more crazy to us though, is the way our relationship 
is continually strengthened, grown and stretched and changed as well.  UME is an incredible gift, 
and we are so blessed to be a part of sharing that gift with others!” 

We add just one thing to Jon & Jenny’s story; they are a blessing 
to everyone they come in contact with.  Their servant’s heart 
comes shining through!  

Submitted by:
Paul & Cheryl Hawotte
Directors of Team and Weekend Support
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Wow. What a year! There have been highs and lows; twists and turns; and we’re getting close 
to the end of the year! Some of us will welcome this year’s conclusion, hoping that 2020 will 
just be a weird passing chapter in our lives while others will want more time to accomplish 
certain things before the end of the year.

To my surprise, it’s already time to start planning for Giving Tuesday! I can’t believe that Giving 
Tuesday, the Tuesday after Thanksgiving is right around the corner.  

There may have been a lot of unexpected pains this year, but one thing remains consistent- 
our awesome God. In past Giving Tuesdays, we encouraged everyone to donate to our Growth 
and Expansion Fund which strategically places new Weekends in new communities. As a 
result of past fundraising, we are going to have TWO Weekends in Colorado Springs! Let’s 
celebrate that success! 

Stay tuned for more information about Giving Tuesday and mark your calendars for December 
1st. We will send out information through email and Facebook. We’re hoping to raise $7,500 to 
fund ANOTHER expansion Weekend and keep growing this foundational ministry.

Each UME Community has taken steps to provide CORE 
through online resouces. If you have not joined an eCORE 
or a regular CORE meeting online please contact your local 
Community Executive Couple for more information or go to 
COREs by clicking here:

https://unitedmarriage.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/0316-CORE-locations.pdf

SOCIAL MEDIA
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Annual Marriage Builders-Tribute Fund-Planned Giving

2020 has been a crazy unexpected year for everyone globally and for the UME DFC 
Committee as well.  Our DFC committee activities have been a bit quiet as our year has 
changed so drastically since January 1st.  However, we know that no matter what, God is 
still on the throne and in control.

We wanted to spend this time and thank everyone 
who has faithfully given and continued giving during 

this past year.  We also wanted to remind you that 
you are a blessing to us and to UME.  We can’t wait 
to get back on track with our UME Weekends and see 

the many blessings God will gift to so many couples 
in 2021!

Peggy recently woke up one morning to our UME 
song in her head and we wanted to share it with our 

UME family below.   We believe it is God’s way of 
saying we need to stick together during these crazy 
times in 2020 even when we can’t ‘see’ each other in 
person.  It is a long, long journey especially lately...

Also, prayerfully consider sending a note to encourage another couple as we all join together 
and press in closer to Him and receive His peace and joy.

Keep on the look-out for more news we will be sharing in each Re-Quest!  
We love you and appreciate all you do for United Marriage Encounter!!

Blessings!  

To listen to the song on youtube: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wcAMJENa2u4 

Carl & Peggy



Th e-ReQuest                                  Page 10                             October 2020      Issue 12

From the desk of the Executive Director...

Many years ago Steve and Cheryl Swallow put us on a path to the 
Board knowing their spiritual gifts. It was always fun and informative 
as new Board members joined us and we could see how God had 
equipped them for ministry. Gene and Cheryl Higgs took that lead 
and encouraged the CRC (Community Resources Committee) to 
change the Serving in UME form to help guide Weekend Couples 
to the loving tasks that might fi t within their gifts. This year Tom 
and Sue Reilly and the ECL (Equipping Couples for Leadership) 

task force decided to make the theme of ECL Spiritual gifts and aligning those gifts with the 
opportunities to serve in this ministry. The attendees heard presentations on what some of 
the opportunities were and what gifts fi t into the body called United Marriage Encounter. 
If you have not identifi ed your spiritual gifts to see how God has designed you for ministry 
here are a couple of places you can go:

Assessment:  https://spiritualgiftstest.com/tests/

RightNow Media: Chip Ingram – Divine Design
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Content/Series/210  

Use this link to sign up for your free account:
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/unitedmarriage 

Look for more ways UME will be helping couples use their spiritual gifts as a couple in the 
future.

By: Steve Chapman - Executive Director

Honoring Marriage - Engaging, Growing, Transforming

https://www.facebook.com/groups/12996725375
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We just fi nished the third ECL (Equipping Couples for Leadership) for 2020 and feel 
energized by the passion that we have seen in the couples that attended. This energy is 
like the electrical energy force fl oating prior to a massive storm. You know that something 
big is coming soon! ECL happens every three years and by holding regional conferences 
we were able to have 15 couples go through training instead of 8 or 9. With the outbreak 
of COVID-19, we had to implement some social distancing and mask wearing and we had 
at least one couple per ECL not able to attend due to Covid concerns. 

From Pittsburg, PA to Bettendorf, IA to Hayesville, NC we found couples wanting to get 
more involved…. Board member at large, assistant registration couple, teaming, weekend 
help such as decorations, starting a Core, prayer couple…..these couples are infusing 
energy into their Community and the ministry.

By: Tom & Sue Reilly - CRC Chair Couple

ECL PENNSYLVANIAECL IOWA ECL NORTH CAROLINA
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We have a new website.

Fall Weekend update -  we will be listing all the 

2021 Weekends this year. Please check our 

website for all the locations of UME Weekends. 

In the new website you can share the registration 

information for each weekend to friends, family 

and fellow workers.

Equipping Couples for Leadership Continued:

This year’s program focused on spiritual gifts and how our gifts fit into the different roles of 
leadership - not only in our local communities - but with International Committees and task 
forces. We saw God glorified through the stories shared during the closing worship services.

As we ministered at the ECLs and worked with some 
who had attended ECL three years ago, it is a joy to 
see many of them serving within their local community 
as well as International committees. It is exciting to look 
with great anticipation to see what God has in store for 
this group of 15 couples. Where will God direct them? 
How will he take their individual spiritual gifts and blend 
them as a couple and use them for His glory?

We were very blessed in ministering with Steve & Pam Chapman and Kendall & Cathy Thomas 
at each of the ECLs. In addition, we were able to come alongside Joel & Laura Vyncke, Ariel 
& Maria Copre and Jonathan & Tammy Fleischer as they helped present.

It has been an honor that God has taken us and empowered us to help others to know (1) their 
spiritual gifts (2) how these spiritual gifts are used within this ministry and (3) to take what they 
have learned at these ECLs back to their communities and use them for God’s glory.

During this season of not having weekends, we encourage communities to 
use this time to reach out to each other, to train and to prepare for an influx 
of new community leaders and to also be ready for couples coming off 2021 
weekends. Let’s prepare to be open, welcoming communities that have a 
passion to transform marriages.

Tom & Sue Reilly,
CRC Chaircouple

Tom & Sue


