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A Note From Your Executive Couple

Hello UME!

We are Dan & Pat Van Vleck from Hilton, NY a small town just west of 

Rochester (which is only an hour from Niagara Falls and more than 

6 hours from NYC).  We have the honor of serving as the current 

International Executive Couple for United Marriage Encounter and 

the United Marriage Encounter Support Foundation. We are humbled 

and blessed by this call from God on our lives.  Trust us, as we sat in 

our car in a hotel parking lot in March 1998 trying to decide if we 

would go inside for this “encounter thing,” we had no inkling it would 

have such an impact on our lives, our marriage and our family.

Speaking of family, we have two amazing 20 something daughters. Caroline, 

who lives in Hilton with us and works as a Direct Support Person in an adult group home; and 

Abigail, and her husband Brandon, who live in the Pittsburgh, PA area. Abby is an RN at one of the 

hospitals and Brandon is a Director of Children’s ministry at their church. We also have 2 fur babies.

We attend an amazing CORE (Go EnCore!) which is as close as our family. Recently, we have been 

blessed with the opportunity to participate in E-Core meeting new people from all over. We highly 

recommend that you try the E-Core format. Although the technology aspect can make it seem little 

awkward at fi rst, those barriers dissolve and that close UME connection comes right across internet.  

This is a great way to connect for anyone, but especially those who do not have a Core in their area.

We have been active in the Rochester Community (the birthplace of United Marriage Encounter – 

If you don’t know this story, ask us some time) since our original Weekend. We served on our local 

board for several years as: Core Nurture Couple; Team Nurture Couple; At-Large-Member; Prayer 

Couple Coordinator; Executive Couple; and other unoffi  cial Loving Tasks.  We were called to start 

our Team Presentation Couple journey in 2002.  We have been blessed to present over 20 Weekends 

so far.  On the International level we have worked on several Celebrations and Team Renewals and 

currently serve on the TRC (Team Resource Committee), as well as the International Board of Directors.

During this unprecedented time, we thank you for your prayers, as well as your continued giving 

to support UME-MESF.  Please know we are praying for you and your families, their health, and 

well-being. We also pray your communities continue to thrive, in light of cancelled Weekends, 

quarantine, and social distancing.  We encourage each of you to reach out to other UME couples you 

know, giving them an email, dropping a note in the mail, or even picking up the phone to chat.  

The UME-MESF Board of Directors is keeping an eye on the COVID-19 pandemic as we move forward, 

trying to plan for the future of the ministry.  We know God is in control. We are reminded of the Board’s 

Scripture for 2020, “Therefore my dear brothers and sisters, be steadfast, immovable, always excelling in 

the Lord’s work, because you know that your labor in the Lord is not in vain.” (1 Corinthians 15:58 CSB).

Thank you for joining us on our new journey!

       Peace, Love, Joy,

              Dan and Pat Van VlecK
               Dan & Pat Van Vleck

     UME-MESF International Executive Couple

By: Dan & Pat Van Vleck

Dan & Pat Van Vleck
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April 23rd Board meeting highlights:

� e following issues were addressed and voted on:

• Steve Chapman reported that United Marriage Encounter (UME) has been blessed with continued support 
from the Annual Marriage Builders during this time making funds available as soon as Weekends resume. 

• � e Marriage Encounter Support Foundation (MESF) has seen a signifi cant hit from the eff ect the virus 
has had on the stock market. Our investment company is confi dent that it will rebound some as soon as the 
economy starts up again.

• At the time of the Board meeting MESF was waiting for banks to open up funding for the Payroll Protection 
Program. Since then MESF was approved and received a loan/grant for $45,000 to help pay for payroll cost 
during this time.

• � e Board approved a policy on the distribution of Growth and Expansion funds as they become available. 
(Policy 0062).

• � e Board approved a new Expansion area “Colorado Springs”.  � ey are planning their fi rst weekend in 
October 2020.

• � e registration policy 0032 will remain unchanged for another year. Base for registration fee will remain at 
$80.

• � e Development Finance Committee (DFC) recommended that the average cost of the Weekend remains at 
$720.  No change to talks, website, or written documentation will need to be done in 2020.

• A brief discussion among Board members regarding COVID19 guidelines for the Weekends will be discussed 
and formalized before Fall Weekends begin.

• Steve Chapman reported that our new website is up and running.  Modifi cation will continue as we improve 
the functionality for those registering, our donors, and our members.

• � e Weekend Outline Review Committee (WORC) recommend changes to the Living our Commitment talk 
on Sunday a� ernoon regarding the question that will be used on future Weekends.

• And a short discussion was held about the Communities embracing eCORE concepts to bring their existing 
COREs online. � is appears very successful and opens up many opportunities for the future.
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Paul Ruddell from Hawaii has joined the staff  to 
complete some special projects in Donor Perfect (our 
donor management so� ware).  Paul and Joyce are part 
of the Aloha Community. Paul will be helping develop 
processes and update our member information for 
better access and use of our database.  � ey recently 
have been approved as a Presenting Team couple. 
Watch for more good stuff  from this couple.

TEAM COUPLES 

UPDATE

We interviewed Mike and Brenda Johnson to introduce 
them to our UME world.  They are currently the Chaircouple 
for the Team Resource Committee (TRC), starting in late 
2019.  

Mike & Brenda were married February 4, 1977.  They have 
3 grown children, one son and 2 daughters.  They have 
7 grandchildren, one of which is in heaven.  Both Mike & 
Brenda are retired.  Brenda retired from teaching middle 
school, primarily a social studies teacher.  Mike retired 
from State Farm. 

They were encountered in Iowa-Illinois November 2000.  Mike & Brenda became a Team 
Couple in April of 2005.  In 2012 they became an Administrative Team Couple.  They have 
Teamed 34 Weekends.

Mike & Brenda’s involvement in local community (Heart of Illinois) has been a priority for 
them right from the start. They have been Core Nurture Couple, Prayer Couple Coordinator, 
and Community Executive Couple.  They were awarded the Ham & Eggs plaque for selfl ess 
service in 2011.  During our interview their heart of giving and serving others emerged at each 
stage of their UME involvement.

We asked them to share some thoughts about their UME life and blessings UME has to their 
relationship.  They shared the following with us:

Our UME Weekend had a major impact on our marriage.  We attended the Weekend believing 
we had a really good marriage, but by Sunday evening, we realized we could be much better…
and we wanted to be!  We could have been the poster couple for Married Singles.  Our lifestyle 

By: Paul and Cheryl Hawotte 
Directors of Team & Weekend Support

Mike & Brenda Johnson
 Team Resource Committee (TRC) 

Chaircouple

Paul & Joyce Ruddell
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TEAM COUPLES UPDATE: Continued

By: Paul and Cheryl Hawotte 
Directors of Team & Weekend Support

seemed to be normal and inline with other marriages we knew.  Both of us had our own 
agendas, hobbies, social outings, etc.…Our calendar was fi lled with things to do, but very little 
of it involved the two of us doing anything together.  That revelation alone, brought about big 
changes for us.  It took us a while to clear the calendar and take a look at our “out of home” 
involvement.  Changes were made and our relationship fl ourished.  We continue to reevaluate 
our involvement in separate things and do our best to keep them at a minimum, because we 
know how detrimental living the Married Singles lifestyle can be to a marriage relationship.  

We also found a niche for us as a couple to serve God 
together.  We made a decision right away to get involved in 
the Heart of Illinois Community.  Serving as a Prayer Couple 
was something we couldn’t wait to do.  We started attending 
Core and helping prepare for Weekends.  We, as a couple, 
had such a passion for the ministry of United Marriage 
Encounter; we jumped in with all four feet.  Continuing 
to serve together 20 years later brings us much joy and 
fulfi llment!

We are thankful for Mike & Brenda’s heart for service and 
for their willingness to chair the Team Resource Committee.   
Their kind approachable attitude is a blessing to all.

Don’t forget - you have countless bible studies, kids 
shows and educational lessons at your fi ngertips! 
Don’t have an account yet?

Just go to:

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/unitedmarriage

and set one up. It’s that simple!

Have you logged into
RightNow Media recently?
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When a marriage gets better, everyone wins. Children 
do better in school, they have healthier relationships 
with others and they grow up to be higher - functioning 
adults. Married men drink less than their single 
counterparts and married women report a higher 
quality of life. Marriage is the best way to improve society’ s current ailments and set the 
cornerstone for a better future.

Giving to UME through your will, life insurance or a retirement plan can result in a larger
fi nancial gift than what you would fi rst expect. These types of legacy gifts can increase the 
impact of your hard- earned money by minimizing taxes and having a higher return than a 
regular donation or pledge.

The word “legacy” indicates wealth, but you don’t need to feel well-off  in order to make a legacy 
gift. It’s notable to mention that wills, insurance policies, and retirement assets are fi nancially 
sound ways to signifi cantly improve UME’s longevity without hurting your fi nancial stability. 
Anyone with a spare $30 a month could purchase a life insurance policy that would provide 
a legacy gift with the ability to fund most of our Weekends for an entire year! It’s also notable 
to mention that a gift through your will, insurance policy or retirement asset could reduce 
the inheritance tax placed on your children. As a result, there are many fi nancial benefi ts to 
consider while planning a legacy gift.

As God has blessed you,

Will you bless United Marriage Encounter?

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
By: Chris Busker - Donors Relations Support Staff 
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We have a new website.

First question is why?
Our website provider for many years will 
no longer support the application that our 
website was built on for many years. He 
is moving his clients to a new upgraded 
platform and we’re part of that plan. With 
the new platform we will be able to do 
more things than we have in the past at a 
cheaper cost.  WIN, WIN. 

Second, what is the purpose of our 

website? As we reviewed possibilities in 
the future I attended a workshop recently 

to learn more about trends and sustaining non-profi t websites.  We have three major purposes 
for our website: Registration, Donations, and Community Resources.  We hope that the changes 
we make will help support this at a higher level than we have in the past. Another change that 
will happen is we will move to www.unitedmarriage.com to match our email, however www.
unitedmarriage.org  will still go to the right website. Here are some of the features with more 
to come:

1. You can forward from the website your Weekend information by selecting share with many 
options.

2. We have implemented a calendar for UME major events: Board Meeting, Committee 
Meetings, and Weekends.

3. Easy access to Community resources, CORE listings, and Right Now Media

We will continue improving as it goes. If you have concerns or needs contact:
cbusker@unitedmarriage.com and he will put your request in for approval

Honoring Marriage - Engaging, Growing, Transforming

https://www.facebook.com/groups/12996725375
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Each UME Community has taken steps to 
provide CORE through online resouces. If 
you have not joined an eCORE or a regular 
CORE meeting online please contact your 
local Community Executive Couple for more 
information or go to COREs by clicking here:  
www.unitedmarriage.com/resources/find a 
core in your area 

SOCIAL MEDIA


