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From the desk of the Executive Director...

Dear UME Members  -  We have 
exciting news for all of you.  Dan & 
Pat Van Vleck, from the Rochester 
NY Community, were elected 
International Executive Couple 
at the UME-MESF Annual Board 
meeting on 23 January 2020.  
UME-MESF could not be in better 
hands!  We are proud to pass on 

the Executive Couple position to our wonderful friends of 20 years.  Dan & Pat will bring a 
passion and vitality to the position and move UME-MESF forward into the future.

It is difficult for us to express what the past six years as Executive Couple have meant to us.  
We feel honored to have been chosen for this position.  Our feeling is like when we were 
asked to make a presentation on marriage to a local Mother’s Club.  Other people valued and 
trusted our opinions.  But now, we honestly feel relieved, like after completing a difficult and 
long home project.  We are tired from the work, but proud of the accomplishment.

It truly has been an honor to serve as the Executive Couple.  We have worked with an amazing 
Board, Committee Chaircouples and Staff.  We are very proud of the accomplishments UME-
MESF has seen over the last six years.  We have stated many times that our term as Executive 
Couple could be summarized as being about transitions.  Together we saw the passing of 
both Dave & Jeannie Stanley, a huge transition.  The UME Weekend was shortened, a great 
accomplishment that will reap benefits for years to come.  Many changes were made to forms 
& documents, which will hopefully make governing easier for future Boards.  And perhaps, 
our favorite  -  UME was able to gift the Weekend Outline to Golden Marriage Encounter in 
China.  It was such a privilege and honor to pay forward to Golden ME just like Worldwide 
ME did for UME many years ago.

We look forward to serving one more year on the Board & continuing to be an Administrative 
Team Couple.  We have enjoyed getting to meet many of you on our travels.  We will be 
praying for Dan & Pat Van Vleck as they take over the Executive Couple position and for the 
entire ministry during this transition time.  Please let us know if you have any questions, we 
are happy to assist where needed.

God Bless & we love you all.

By: Steve & Cheryl Swallow

Dan & Pat Van VleckSteve & Cheryl Swallow

 

Steve and Cheryl Swallow
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January 23rd Board meeting highlights:

The UME budget was approved, however it will only be able to provide funding for 16 Weekends as 
a result of the amounts “paid forward” in 2019.  Contributions from the Weekends remained at 50% 
but our Annual Marriage Builders (AMB) program fell short in the amount of about $15,000.  The 
Development Finance Committee (DFC) will be looking for ways to increase our AMB base to see that 
we will be ready for more Weekends in 2021.

The MESF budget was approved as submitted. The MESF budget is primarily staff salaries, audits, 
insurance for our ministry, and Board/Committee meetings.  We will however be funding more training 
than ever this year.  The Community Resources Committee is planning three regional Equipping Couples 
for Leadership weekends for potential Community leaders this year.  They are planned for Chicago, 
Pittsburg, and Hayesville, North Carolina.  We hope to equip 30 new leadership couples for the ministry.

The United Marriage Encounter end of year financials were presented and after all costs have been posted 
and paid we found our year in the black by $35. Thank goodness for that one couple that was able to give 
$35.

Three Board members will be leaving the Board.  Bruce and Janet Adams from Maryland, (Treasurer), 
John and Cheryl Hendershot from Colorado Springs, and Richard and Karen Zielinski from Rochester 
NY.  These three couples have been instrumental in providing wisdom and leadership to the ministry for 
many years. I (Steve) have never worked with such a Board as the UME MESF Board and these couples 
were part of that experience. However they step aside and make way for a newer generation of leaders.  
The Board voted in, Len and Adrienne DeWitt from Connecticut ( our new Treasurer),Billy and Laura 
Gribble from Tennessee, and Rob and Stephanie Bandy from Colorado Springs. New and exciting times 
ahead for UME and Pam and I are looking forward to working with this new Board.
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Help Wanted:  The eCORE task force has 
completed our Playbook for eCORE and now 
we are needing some eCORE Host couples that 
would be willing to start an eCORE in your area.   
Please contact Steve Chapman 563-288-3566 
or Schapman@unitedmarriage.com .

TEAM COUPLES 

UPDATE

We are pleased to spotlight our newest Preparing Clergy 
Team Couple, Darren & Rosemarie Thurber from Tampa 
Florida.  They were Encountered in Smoky Mountain 
Foothills October 2017.  They currently serve in the House 
Church Movement and both are Directors of Married 
Couples at Faith Outreach Center Church in Tampa.  We 
had a recent interview with them to help us become better 
acquainted.
  
Darren & Rose met while both were leaders in the House 
Church movement.  During their many discussions, they 
discovered they had much in common.  Both were widowed, 
had a passion for the house church movement, and most 
importantly a strong faith in Jesus.  One very interesting 
part of their courtship was their discussion about their 
respective expectations of marriage.  They told us they 
shared their souls to each other in an open and honest 
way.  They wanted to absolutely know their desires were to continue in ministry, keep God in 
the center of their relationship, and grow in Him.  What a great way to start life together!  They 
married on July 4, 2017.

Darren & Rose’s marriage has blended together 5 grown children, all boys, living in several 
states.

We asked, “What part of your Weekend had the most impact on your relationship?”  Rose 
responded by saying the thought of Married Singles was something she had never thought 
about.  The response to this has drawn them to serve together more intentionally.  Darren also 
was impacted by the Married Singles concept and he agreed with Rose to being intentionally 

By: Paul and Cheryl Hawotte  
Directors of Team & Weekend Support

Darren & Rosemarie Thurber
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TEAM COUPLES UPDATE: Continued

By: Paul and Cheryl Hawotte  
Directors of Team & Weekend Support

together.  Darren also was impacted by “Feelings are neither 
right nor wrong” Their Weekend opened their eyes to bring 
UME to their area (Tampa Bay, UME Expansion Area), 
working with Bob & Denise Welter. This ultimately brought 
them to seek becoming a Clergy Team Couple.  They prayed 
and responded to God’s calling and are writing their talks 
with the mentorship of two Barnabus Couples (current UME 
Clergy Team Couples).

The ministry has been praying for more Clergy Couples.  We 
are thankful to God for leading Darren & Rose to hear God’s 
call and follow His leading.  We asked the Thurbers, “How 
can our readers pray for you?”  Their response was, “Pray 
for our talks to be Spirit filled and from the heart.”  Also, “Pray for growth in our marriage and 
ministry.”

The MESF Staff is trying to improve 
security for information, streamline 
operations and reduce cost to the 
ministry.  We only have a few of 
you who are still on our old system, 
everyone else is on the new sys-
tem.  If Shelly or Tina contacts you 
wanting to move your donation to a 
different site it would great.  Calling 
the office during the week would be 
an alternative but you may need to 
leave your information with another 
staff member if you don’t trust the 

website or email.  Another option is to send an email to Shelly or Tina asking for a call back 
to help you with the change.
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E W I F E  
It’s a girl! Kemi and I welcomed a beautiful baby girl on 
January 24th. Ozioma (Oh-Zee-Oh-Mah) Myah Busker. 
Ozioma means “God’s Gift” or “God’s Good News”. It is 
by God’s Grace, Mercy and Love that Kemi and I have 
this beautiful child. The world, in many ways, tried to tear apart our relationship. Some of 
my relatives openly disapproved of the interracial relationship. Some people tried to get in 
between Kemi and I while we were dating and engaged. We have faced many experiences 
where it would have been easy to walk away and justifiably explain ourselves to others. I say 
all that to say, Praise God. Love always prevails.

Last month, I didn’t think I could love my wife anymore. Boy, was I wrong. Seeing my wife 
endure the pains of childbirth- something I cannot do- in order to bring our life into this world is 
a beautiful and humbling experience. My eyes water as I recall this moment. Bringing a child 
into this world, under the covenant of marriage, is an experience like no other.

As we enter National Marriage Week – February 7th-14th- let’s Praise God for giving us 
marriage. Let’s not get swept away with the financial, economical and sociological benefits to 
marriage- these are merely worldly metrics of a heavenly gift. During National Marriage Week, 
please take a moment every day to Praise God for blessing you with your spouse. Ask God for 
direction in how you can grow the Kingdom Culture. 

If you are called, willing, and able, please donate to UME during National Marriage Week as a 
way to grow the Kingdom Culture. By giving people the gift of marital transformation; we give 
them new eyes to see the world. Think back to the feelings you had towards your spouse after 
your first Weekend. I felt like new life was breathed into my marriage. With your help, we can 
breathe life into new marriages, transform minds, improve home-lives and grow the Kingdom 
of Christ. With your help, UME can do many great things. Please, help us turn more good 
marriages into great ones. Can you donate to UME during National Marriage Week?

DEVELOPMENT UPDATE
By: Chris Busker - Donors Relations Support Staff
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2020 ECL….Equipping Couples 

for Leadership. This program 

replaced the CLO (Community 

Leadership Orientation) in 2017. 

Why? The Community Resources Committee believes we 
have a responsibility to equip and train up new leaders for this ministry. Although we provide 
training for our existing leaders developing new and potential leaders are the HOPE of this 
ministry.  We will be asking some of you to attend, Community Leaders will be looking for three 
potential couples from each Community to offer this time of growth and opportunity.  The UME 
MESF Board has approved a budget for this event that will provide three regional events so no 
cost for air travel is required. 

WHEN?  Here is the schedule:

June 5-7th – Pittsburg, PA

Aug 21-23rd – Chicago, Ill

Sept 18 -20th – Haysville, NC

Registration fee is $150 per couple – paid by the local Community. Registration will be located 
on the website unitedmarriage.org/register/Other UME Events.  Please contact your local 
Community Executive Couple for the code needed to register or info@unitedmarriage.com if 
you are not sure who that is.

Blessings! 
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“HONORING MARRIAGE” - IT’S WHAT WE DO...

https://www.facebook.com/groups/12996725375

Hey there UME family! If you’re on Facebook and 
you like more than one UME page, you might 
have noticed everybody is sharing the same 
thing. Well, that’s no accident! Through the beauty 
of automation, we’re able to schedule our posts 
and send to them to every UME page at roughly 
the same time. “What’s the point?” You may ask. 
Here’s a few of the benefits!

 1. It reduces the workload for each community. The volunteers in charge of your 
Facebook page only have to keep an eye on private messages that come into the inbox. 
Volunteers do not need to create original content or find suitable content online. We take care 
of that for you! Each community can add their own posts, but don’t feel obligated to post just 
for the sake of posting.

 2. It helps us reach people near you. When you share a post on your community’s 
Facebook page, it’s basically inviting people into the UME family. People near you, who have 
never attended a Weekend, like the local pages more often than they like the organization’s 
page. What does this mean? We’re helping you build your community! 

 3. It helps people see you. Since Facebook favors pages who post regularly, our 
pages need to have a steady stream of content. If we have time gaps in postings, people won’t 
see our posts when we have something to share. With us posting nearly every day, more 
people will see your awesome Core event pictures.

By opting into this scheduling, UME is better suited to serve your community. If your community 
wants to start a Facebook page, please contact me. I’ll help you get started. Does your 
community already have a page? I can get you into the automatic postings. All I need is to be 
an administrator of the account. Do you have something inspirational you’d like to see on our 
Facebook pages? Please send it to me!

Chris Busker 
cbusker@unitedmarriage.com

SOCIAL MEDIA
By: Chris Busker - Donors Relations Support Staff
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Don’t forget - you have countless bible studies, kids 
shows and educational lessons at your fingertips! 
Don’t have an account yet?

Just go to:

https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/unitedmarriage

and set one up. It’s that simple!

Have you logged into 
RightNow Media recently?

The DFC is GROWING!  We feel excited like proud parents when one of our kids pushes for 
another victory in their career!   We have 3 new couples that have joined the DFC and can’t 
wait to share more new ideas during our quarterly meetings!
Some of the items that the DFC has been assisting with these past few months are:
•	 Giving	Tuesday	-	Awesome	Results	and	Can’t	wait	till	next	year!
•	 Local	Community	Giving	through	Donor	Perfect	(Ask	Us	How!)
•	 Text	to	Give	-	(In	Process)	
•	 AMB	-	More	news	to	come!
A HUGE thanks to Chris Busker for doing the legwork for these campaigns above!
Each time you give to UME locally or through AMB you are assisting with the growth of the 
community and strengthening marriages!  We are so grateful for all of you!
Keep on the look-out for more news we will be sharing in each Re-Quest! 
Blessings! 

Carl & Peggy


